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	NNCCF Contact Info
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	About NNCCF

	Northern Nevada Children's Cancer Foundation is the region's only organization dedicated solely to childhood cancer. We provide direct, immediate assistance to help families battling childhood cancer by providing financial resources and emotional support as they cope with their child's illness. NNCCF is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization fully recognized by the federal and state governments.
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	Our Mission

	To enhance the quality of life for children and their families by providing financial assistance and compassionate support programs while advocating for increased research funds and raising public awareness. 
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	Family Focus
 
The Second Time Around: Gowing Family Copes with Two Children with Cancer
	[image: http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs006/1102539683365/img/74.jpg]

	Sydnee Gowing


 
A brief conversation in an elevator hit home for Stacy Gowing on how difficult it is for other parents to hear about having two children battling leukemia.
 
Gowing was with her young daughter, Sydnee, just after a doctor's appointment when she shared an elevator ride with someone who thought Sydnee had been through a transplant to help her deal with her cancer. When Gowing said it was, in fact, one of her older sons who had been through such a procedure and that Sydnee was now facing the same situation, she said the woman physically turned from her in an awkward moment.
 
Read more of this story by clicking here.
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	President's Message

	 
	[image: Pete]

	Pete Parker, President


What is leadership? It's not the warmth that comes from sunny summer days or the beauty found in the falling leaves during our fall season. Leadership is more constant and consistent. At the Northern Nevada Children's Cancer Foundation, leadership is described as the care, dedication, guidance, compassion and love expressed by our staff, board and volunteer members. It's also the support so generously offered by our many financial and in-kind contributors. 
 
The stories found in this newsletter illustrate the success and vision of our outstanding organization. On behalf of the Board of Directors, I invite you to learn more about how we take special care of our children and their families. I encourage you to become involved as an emotional supporter or volunteer or financial contributor. You'll be working and celebrating alongside a large number of truly wonderful community leaders.
 
Yours in Community,
 
Pete Parker
NNCCF President 
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	NNCCF Staff Welcomes Leslie Katich
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	Leslie Katich


Leslie Katich is a new member of the NNCCF team helping lend a hand in Programs and Services. Although Leslie might not formally have been trained to help NNCCF families, her own child's bout and survival of acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) brings depth, experience and understanding to this position in a profound way.

She graduated with a bachelor of science degree in elementary education from Weber State University and went on to spend several years teaching school in Utah's Jordan School District. During her tenure, she spent time developing language arts programs to complement students' individual learning styles with an emphasis in higher-order thinking skills and curriculum to inspire and accommodate individual needs and learning patterns.
 
Leslie and her husband are the very involved parents of four children. The challenges of childhood cancer became real to Leslie when her daughter, at the age of 17, was diagnosed with ALL.
 
Her hobbies include playing the piano and cheering her kids on in sports. When her daughter completed therapy, NNCCF was fortunate enough to bring Leslie on with the team. Her firsthand experience dealing with childhood cancer has provided the NNCCF with invaluable experience as she now is responsible for assisting families as they journey through their own trials of the disease. 
 
Leslie equips families with financial and emotional support through their personal fight against childhood cancer. She aids in the process of implementing NNCCF's programs and services and always has a voice for families in the fight. 
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	NNCCF's Joan Carpenter Receives Volunteer Of The Year Award 
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	Joan Carpenter



Joan Carpenter, who has volunteered for at least 10 hours a week for the past two years, was honored with the 2011 NNCCF Volunteer of the Year Award at the Tournament of Hope golf event on Sept. 26 at Montreux Golf. 
 
The Hope Award honors those who provide outstanding community service.
 
Joan taught art and physical education for more than 30 years at Hug High School in Reno. At least three of her former students have walked through the doors of NNCCF, seeking assistance for their own children who have battled cancer.
 
Joan enjoys providing community service through her work at NNCCF by making snuggle buddies, or stuffed animals, that are included in care packages for children with cancer. She also helps maintain the foundation's donor base and brings smiles to all who walk through NNCCF's doors.
 
Further demonstrating her loyalty to the NNCCF, in lieu of sending a birthday gift to her twin sister, Joan instead donated to the foundation.
 
"She adds to our team in so many different ways," said NNCCF executive director Debbie Strickland.
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	NNCCF's Wish List
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	Megan Reichley snuggles with goodies from a care package from NNCCF.


For children facing cancer, much of their time is spent in the hospital or traveling to a treatment center.  Did you know that on average a child with cancer will be in treatment for two years?  To comfort and entertain patients and their family members, NNCCF staff and volunteers prepare customized care packages that include gift cards, books, toys and activities for patients and their siblings.  
 
Your help is needed!  We are seeking in-kind donations from the community to help us fill these care packages and let families know that they are not alone. A gift of toys, games or activity supplies can make a big difference.
 
Below is a wish list of the most needed items. Donations can be dropped off or mailed to the NNCCF office located at 3550 Barron Way, #5A, Reno, NV 89511. Please note that due to infection control and allergies, we CANNOT accept used items of any kind. 
 
  
	Gift Cards
Restaurant Gift Cards
Grocery Gift Cards
Gas Gift Cards
iTunes Gift cards
	Activities
Travel Games
Coloring Books
Word Searches 
Crossword Puzzles
Books For All Ages
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Toys
Lego Packs
Barbies
Polly Pockets
Hot Wheels 
Action Figures
 
 
Art Supplies
Crayons
Coloring Pencils
Markers
Drawing Pencils 
Sketch Pads
Crayola Art Packs
	 
Miscellaneous
Journals
Stationery
Ear Phones
Fluffy Socks (All Sizes)
Pajama Pants (All Sizes)
Travel Hygiene Kits For Adults And Children 
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	Community Event Kick-off

	Community Event: NNCCF will host its first annual Community Event. Allied Washoe Petroleum graciously has stepped up to be the Premier Sponsor.   
 
NNCCF and Allied Washoe Petroleum will kick off this event in mid-November by encouraging community members to begin raising funds for local children fighting childhood cancer. Hundreds of special events and grassroot fundraisers will take place to assist families in the fight.
 
Local schools will start change drives, firefighters will pass the boot, college students will hold dance marathons, corporate sponsors will sell paper kites, restaurants will designate proceeds from sales and heroes throughout the community will begin the efforts to reach our first year's financial goal by the final date in February 2012.
 
NNCCF will conclude this event with media promotions, providing the last finishing touches of four months of hard work. During this campaign, the local media will conduct personal interviews, share heartwarming stories and encourage the public to make donations through NNCCF volunteer pledge lines, donate online or by pledging via texting. There will be giveaways along with an online auction taking place during this time. Totals from community members for the four months of community efforts leading up to the finale, in addition to funds generated from this campaign, will be announced.
 
Contact NNCCF to learn more information on how you can play a part for local children with cancer by calling (775) 825-0888.
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	Future Events 

	[image: Lucky]St. Baldrick's, March 2012: NNCCF recognizes it takes life-saving research to Conquer Kids' Cancer! Each March, NNCCF joins forces with The St. Baldrick's Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to raising awareness and funds for childhood cancer research, to host an event in which community members can show their support for children with cancer. During the event, hundreds gather and shave their heads while earning pledges to help find a cure. With help from this generous community, NNCCF has raised $750,000 for Childhood Cancer Research by shaving 1,084 northern Nevada heads at local St. Baldrick's events. Stay tuned for 2012 shavee registration and event information.[image: Poker Logo]  
 
  
All in for Childhood Cancer Charity Poker Tournament: The annual "All in for Childhood Cancer" Charity Poker Tournament will be held to raise valuable funds for childhood cancer. Whether you're a card shark or have never played, the tournament is a fun event with complementary VIP cocktails, appetizers and many fabulous prizes. Contact NNCCF for more information.
 
  
[image: Tounament of Hope Logo] 
Tournament of Hope Golf Event, September 2012: Montreux Golf and Country Club provides a beautiful backdrop for this great day of golf and philanthropy. After the tournament, a dinner reception follows, which features a presentation on childhood cancer and issues facing our local children, raffle prizes and an award ceremony.
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	2011 Past Event Highlights 
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	A local shavee goes bald to help raise funds for childhood cancer research.


St. Baldrick's, sponsored by IGT and Oakland's Children's Hospital:  How does one journey into the steps of a child in treatment losing their hair? On March 17, 264 community members did just that and shaved their heads to raise funds for childhood cancer research. These volunteers asked friends and family to donate to see them brave the shave and $138,000 was raised. The Reno event has become one of the largest St. Baldrick's celebrations in the world, ranking in the top 20 of 600 events worldwide. 
 
The top fundraisers of the Reno event were as follows:
 
Top Participants: 
Kari Ramos ($6,680.00) 
Bradley Woodring ($5,805.00) 
Top Teams: 
Kylee's Wish sponsored by IGT & Triad Plastics ($35,945.00) 
Baldilocks ($9,245.70)
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	Mike Kitson, winner of the 
No-Limit Texas Hold 'Em tournament, receives his prize.


 All in for Childhood Cancer Poker Tournament:
One-hundred and sixty players went "All in for Childhood Cancer" at our third annual charity poker tournament held at the Peppermill Resort Spa Casino on April 2. The No-Limit Texas Hold 'Em tournament raised more than $27,000 in support of programs and services for local childhood cancer families. Players from northern Nevada and northern California enjoyed a pre-event VIP reception hosted by Peppermill and BJ's Restaurant & Brewery. Generous corporations donated various giveaways for players as they competed to win cash prizes and 20 tickets inside a Reno Aces Skybox for the Aces game. Barrick Gold, NVEnergy and IGT were among the teams that played in the tournament. 
 
The winners of the poker tournament were as follows:
  
First place: Mike Kitson
Second place: Cole Bevel
Third place: Stephen Braun
 
	[image: Tournament]

	Reno resident Joe Anderson helps his son, Cooper, a leukemia patient, get ready for the first swing at the Tournament of Hope at Montreux.


Tournament of Hope: The seventh annual event held on Sept. 26 at Montreux Golf and Country Club featured a full day of golf and an elegant awards reception, all to benefit local children with cancer and their families. One-hundred and forty-four golfers enjoyed a beautiful day at the elite PGA course while raising $164,000. At the dinner reception, Kristen Remington from Channel 2 honored Barrick Gold North America with the Hope Award.  Barrick Gold has been a dedicated annual sponsor of NNCCF during recent years and has helped NNCCF representatives go to Washington, D.C. and advocate for childhood cancer research. Joan Carpenter, a loyal NNCCF office volunteer, was honored with the 2011 Volunteer of the Year Award.
 
Thank you to the event's major sponsors:
 
  
Platinum Sponsors
                [image: Barrick]            [image: Panattoni]                    
                                                                      
 
Reception Sponsor
IGT
 
Gold Sponsors
Intermountain Slurry Seal
Nevada Barricade and Sign
Robin S White, M.D.
 
Welcome Sponsor
CBRE
 
Award Sponsor
Kinross
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	In Loving Memory

	The NNCCF honors our little angels, or children who have lost their battles with cancer. Among them are 5-year-olds Jarryd and Keaton for whom Angel Kiss and Keaton Raphael Memorial were founded prior to NNCCF's formation. The actions of the children and their families provide help, hope and courage in fighting childhood cancer and drives NNCCF to continue its work to support these children.
 
Tracey Fleek (Oct. 1, 1998 to January 2011)
Jedidiah Lusk (March 30, 2001 to Jan. 3, 2011)
Patreace Smith (Dec. 4, 1999 to Feb. 12, 2011)
Anthony Edeyaoch (Dec. 19, 2007 to March 18, 2011)
Jonah Navarro (Sept. 9, 1999 to Aug. 18, 2011)
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	How You Can Help

	It is estimated that there are 48 new cases of childhood cancer in our region each year. Unfortunately, NNCCF is on target to meet this statistic. Worldwide, more than 160,000 children are diagnosed with cancer each year, and it remains the leading cause of death by disease among children in the United States. Our financial and emotional support programs continue to assist these families throughout treatment and follow-up care for their disease. Your contribution will allow us to strengthen our programs and ensure that local families have the support that they need during their cancer journey.Please consider giving a gift of hope to these families. 
 
Multiple options are available to donate financially or with your time and talents:
 
Donations: All donations, which are 100 percent tax-deductible, directly benefit the patients we serve. Anyone interested in providing financial assistance can make a one-time donation or an automatic recurring gift on a monthly or annual basis. Donors also can choose to designate their gifts for specific needs, such as care packages or gas or food cards. Your contribution can be made to the NNCCF on our website at http://www.nvchildrenscancer.org/donate/donate-now/.
 
Dinner Club: Local restaurants can supply families who often spend long hours getting their children treatments and therapy with warm meals. You can purchase a meal certificate and deliver it to NNCCF for distribution or you can donate a flat amount for NNCCF staff to purchase meal certificates to distribute to families in need.
 
NNCCF Coffee Club: Coffee lovers who would like to make a difference for children with cancer can help in a simple way. Blind Dog Coffee owner Mark Berry wants to do his part to help families in their childhood cancer fight by offering "Coffee with a Heart." Those who register to be a part of Coffee with a Heart can help donate $33 a month, conveniently drafted from their credit card each month, which directly helps children who have cancer to get their treatment. Blind Dog Coffee will then mail two fresh 1-pound bags of coffee per month while providing assistance to families in need. To sign up for the NNCCF Coffee Club, call (775) 825-0888.
 
Courage Cards: Businesses or individuals who wish to help families out with transportation costs can donate $50 to $100 for a gas card. The card includes a sleeve with the business' name printed and NNCCF will deliver the card to the family.
 
Hope Society: NNCCF's Board of Directors established the Hope Society to continue the foundation's work and accomplishments and ensure its growth. Membership for the Society is designated for those individuals and businesses who donate $1,000 or more to the NNCCF's annual fund, excluding event sponsorship and in-kind gifts. Donations can be made in a one-time cash donation of $1,000 or pledge to contribute recurring smaller amounts that total $1,000 or more. Members enjoy certain benefits, including an invitation to the annual "Heroes of Hope" exclusive donor event, recognition as a member in publications, being recognized on the Wall of Hope at NNCCF's administrative offices and receiving special updates on NNCCF's important news and programs. To become a member, interested individuals or businesses can contact the NNCCF.
 
Sponsor a Community Event: Companies/organizations/individuals interested in providing sponsorships associated with NNCCF. Individuals can enter a fun run, walk, or bike ride event and have family, friends and colleagues become sponsors. Wash cars, have a bake sale or put together a million other creative ideas to help local families fighting childhood cancer. If you would like to sponsor an event but would like some ideas on what kind of event or how to go about planning one, contact NNCCF for a community event kit at (775) 825-0888.
 
Host a Fundraiser: Donors who have community connections via a special interest club, a civic or community organization or a school and would like to host an event can contact the NNCCF to find out how to do so. Our staff provides guidance through the process and can offer suggestions on types of events to consider. For example, a community organization or individual might hold a garage sale, a car wash, a run or walk event, a sports tournament or a craft fair. Events also can be held in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone's accomplishments. Companies can leverage corporate philanthropic or marketing dollars while increasing valuable local exposure. Come up with your own company idea or be a part of a number of NNCCF events by being a sponsor at NNCCF's holiday party, St. Baldrick's, the Tournament of Hope golf tournament and more. Please contact NNCCF for further information.
 
In-kind donations: Beyond providing financial assistance, individuals and businesses can help with a variety of needs that are necessary to help with a non-profit like NNCCF. Services, such as marketing and public relations, graphic design, public speaking, videography, photography and event entertainment for children, are vital to the success of the foundation and always in need. Other material goods, such as prizes for events (i.e. wine, sports memorabilia, dinners, trips, event tickets), pre-paid phone cards or credit cards to help NNCCF families, airline tickets and/or frequent flier miles to reduce travel costs for treatments, gift cards for supermarkets, department stores and restaurants and new, unwrapped toys provide great financial relief for families in need.
 
Adopt-A-Family: NNCCF's annual Adopt-a-Family Program helps give much needed relief to parents during this incredibly stressful time by gathering items off of a family's wish list with the help of community groups, businesses, families and friends.  The program seeks out community sponsors to supply gifts and meals, which are then delivered to each patient's home or hospital room in the weeks leading up to Christmas. These gifts ease the burden for families who might otherwise do without for Christmas during their difficult time. Call (775) 825-0888 before the end of November to ensure you will be appropriately matched with a family in need. Matches will take place by December.
 
Volunteers: Those who contribute their time play an invaluable role in the lives of the children and families impacted by childhood cancer. Volunteers are needed with administrative activities, such as data entry, mailings, copying and filing. The NNCCF also holds special events for which individuals and community groups can assist. Also, volunteers can choose to join a committee, such as fundraising, programs and services, marketing, policy, finance and for the foundation's annual events, including the St. Baldrick's head shaving and All In for Childhood Cancer Charity Poker Tournament.
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	Our Sponsors

	  
Thank you to our year-round sponsors: 
[image: NV Energy logo]  [image: IGT]                    [image: Barrick Gold color logo]
                                                                 
 
Thank you to our donors and sponsors:
 
$1,000 - $2,499
All Bay Vehicle Leasing
Allied Nevada Gold Corp    
Alpine Roofing
Applied Soil Water Technologies
Bally Tech
Dan Buhrman CBRE
Carson Tahoe Regional Health Care Center
Dr. Jason & Dr. Cariann Champagne
Mr. & Mrs. Christensen
Dr. & Mrs. Larry Champagne
Todd & Susie Fountain  
Mr. & Mrs. Gorelick
Dr. & Mrs. Rod Gray
IAFF Local 2139
Michael Joyer
Microsoft Licensing Matching Gifts
Naisbitt Company
Network for Good
Ormat
Peter & Renate Neumann
Rawhide Mining
Doug & Shirley Roberts
Debbie Smith
Tim & Christy Smith
Dr. Frank & Dr. Marcia Stadler
Stollmeyer Family Fund
Steve & Debbie Strickland
Westlad/Brown
Mike White
         
$2,500 - $4,999
A&B Precision Metals
Ameriprise Financial
AT&T
CBRE
Cox Broadcasting
Children's Hospital Oakland 
Cyanco
Desert Fire & Protection
Echelon Construction
Engs Motor Truck Co.
Foundation Di Sogna
Gore Acoustic & Drywall Systems, INC
Hankin Specialty Elevators
Mr. & Mrs. Hastings
Interstate Oil Co.
Intuit Match
Kinross Gold
Maximus
McDonald Carano Wilson, LLP
Peter & Renate Neumann
Nissan of Reno
Panattoni Construction
Pediatric Hematology Oncology Oakland
Penta Group
Prologis
Reno Rodeo
Renown
RHP Mechanical Systems
Rotary Club of Reno Sunrise
Sheep Dip
Savage and Sons
SI Legacy Floor Finishing
Silver Dollar Court, Inc
SMC Construction
Tarragon
Tholl Fence
Western Environmental Testing Labatory
Zurich
            
$5,000 - $14,999
Alliance with the Washoe County Medical Community
Brett & Deborah Barker Foundation
The Bretzlaff Foundation
CDC - State of Nevada
Thomas & Thelma Hart Foundation
Charles & Ruth Hopping Charitable Fund
Intermountain Slurry
Roxie & Azad Joseph Foundation
Robert S. & Dorothy Keyser Foundation
McGowan Foundation
Nevada Barricade & Sign
NV Energy
Redfield Foundation
Terry Lee Wells Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Robin White
 
$15,000+
Barrick Gold North America
Evelyn E. Dipietro Family Trust
IGT
Intuit
Northern Nevada Foundation
Panattoni Development
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	Sydnee Gowing, 6, is the second child in her family to be diagnosed with leukemia.


  
The Second Time Around:
Gowing Family Copes with Two Children with Cancer
 
By Jessica Garcia
 
A brief conversation in an elevator hit home for Stacy Gowing on how difficult it is for other parents to hear about having two children battling leukemia.
 
Gowing was with her young daughter, Sydnee, just after a doctor's appointment when she shared an elevator ride with someone who thought Sydnee had been through a transplant to help her deal with her cancer. When Gowing said it was, in fact, one of her older sons who had been through such a procedure and that Sydnee was now facing the same situation, she said the woman physically turned from her in an awkward moment.
 
"In my naïve way, I thought I could help her," Gowing said of the encounter. "I said, 'It can be done. It's like walking through hell, but it can be done.' I was trying to reassure her ... but she literally turned away from me and I didn't say anything. What I would have said differently, I don't know."
 
Steve and Stacy Gowing of Spring Creek, Nev., near Elko, have four children, ages 6 to 12. With one child recovering from leukemia, another in the midst of treatment for the same and a third who is diabetic, Stacy said her children strangely are accustomed to the syringes, the medications, the medical visits, the tests and everything that comes with them.
 
Furthermore, living only on Steve's income, the emotional stress frequently is compounded by the financial burden of supporting the family and the medical bills.
 
The Northern Nevada Children Cancer's Foundation (NNCCF) has played a key role for the Gowings' physical, fiscal and familial needs. Without its help, Steve, Stacy and their children - 12-year-old Zach, 10-year-old Josh, 7-year-old Nat and 6-year-old Sydnee - might not have had much of a Christmas in 2010, but thanks to a little help, after returning home from treatment in Salt Lake City, the whole Gowing family came home to find a large bundle of wrapped Christmas gifts on their sidewalk.
 
"(The foundation is) very connected," Stacy said. "They adopted us for Christmas. They got us all gifts. It was all magical."
 
The family's first introduction to leukemia, a cancer of the blood or bone marrow created by a rapid and unusual increase in blood cells, began with Zach in August 2002 when they lived in Tucson, Ariz. After complaining of leg pains, his parents noticed bruising and petechiae. Doctors diagnosed him with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, or more specifically, Philadelphia Chromosome, a subtype of the illness that is most common in children. Immediately, he needed a bone marrow transplant. No one in the family was a direct match to Zach, so doctors went to a registry. Finding a match for Zach, Stacy said, was "astronomical" but possible; Zach had his transplant done in December 2002.
 
It seemed to work until 13 months later when he relapsed in 2004 and went in for a second marrow transplant. Complications arose and he was diagnosed with aspergillosis, a fungus that eventually found its way into Zach's brain and narrowly avoiding his cognitive abilities.
 
"We were fortunate in timing," Stacy said. "It probably would have killed him. But the biggest thing was whether he was going to able to speak again."
 
By then, Josh, who was 3, developed Type 1 diabetes.
 
Steve, a contractor, continued to work but staying in Tucson grew more difficult. When Zach finally became healthy enough, the Gowings decided they wanted to move to Colorado to get away from all the hard memories living in Tucson kept for them.
 
But in Colorado, the Gowings' challenges only increased. Steve had a hard time finding work to build houses. A year later, they moved to Spring Creek, where he found employment again.
 
Spring Creek, however, offered no reprieve. In June 2010, Sydnee also began developing bruises similar to those Zach had, but tests showed Sydnee's leukemia was not of the same subtype as her brother. For more than two years, the Gowings have made monthly drives to Salt Lake City, where Sydnee is being treated.
 
It was the second time around for the Gowings with more doctor's visits and more responsibilities to bear while maintaining hope that their children would get well.
 
"Cancer is so wicked that it wipes you out emotionally," she said. "When you get financial stress, you get emotionally stressed."
 
But, Stacy said, none of the family's circumstances ever dampened their spirits, including those of their kids.
 
"She's a rough-and-tough little girl," Stacy said of the family's youngest. "Kids don't know anything else other than you don't have a choice. It doesn't stop them. The chemo(therapy) has never brought any of (my children) down. It is what it is. My daughter says we have to do what we have to do. ... They're all wickedly smart."
 
After Sydnee's diagnosis, Steve contacted Lizzie Dalton, director of programs and services, at the NNCCF.
 
"One of the things that struck me most is when he told Lizzie our story and where we were, she didn't hesitate," Stacy said. "She understood where we were coming from and (the foundation) helped us a great deal financially. We had absolutely no income. They helped us with our day-to-day things."
 
Stacy said even small contributions to the foundation can make a big difference in the lives of families like hers.
 
"We could not have made it through last summer without Lizzie and the gang," she said. "It would have been bleaker. A lot of people think you can turn to state aid and such, but it's not as easy as it sounds. We were unable to qualify for any federal or state aid."
 
The NNCCF provides the Gowings with gas cards to help cover the traveling expenses of going to Salt Lake City, a four-hour drive from Elko. That includes money for food for the occasional McDonald's meal on the road as needed.
 
"It was truly magical," she said. "With the help of everybody donating and rallying for our family, it's truly humbling, what the foundation does, in the big picture."
The Gowings look to the future with courage and the hope that they can help someone else who might be going through a similar situation.
 
"We always try to deal with the cards we're dealt," Stacy said. "That's just how it is. Another cancer mom turned away from me. She didn't want to hear of another child (in the family) getting cancer. It spooks other cancer people. No matter how big or how small, it's still horrific. They are just horrified by our story.
 
"Every time I walk out of a primary (doctor's office), I thank my lucky stars," she said. "I've seen children way worse off than ours."
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