Jonathon and Evelyn

2021

ANNUAL
REPORT
Help, Hope, Courage

Meet Jonathon and Evelyn
Both are survivors of childhood cancer. Both are recipients of Help, Hope, and Courage from the
Northern Nevada Children’s Cancer Foundation (NNCCF).
Jonathon survived childhood leukemia; Evelyn has neuroblastoma. Just after her first birthday,
Evelyn started to display signs of regression in milestones. Children her age would normally be
sitting up, playing, crawling, and moving around on their own. After visits to her pediatrician and
local hospitals, an MRI eventually revealed a 3.5-inch tumor inside Evelyn’s spinal column in her
lower back.
“It’s kind of strange. Having gone through what I did, I was almost expecting something like this to
happen to my child. Even before she was born, I considered the possibility of something like this
occurring. When things started going wrong, cancer was the first thing my mind went to,” said
Jonathon.
The NNCCF team was there to provide financial and emotional support to help Jonathon and his
young family navigate the uncertainty of Evelyn’s cancer journey, just as they had for Jonathon's
mother when he was diagnosed.
Evelyn is now a happy little two-year-old girl, running,
jumping, and riding bikes with her older brother. She’s
also a big sister now and shares her gentleness and bright
personality with her baby sister.
“Because we had such a wonderful family and NNCCF
behind us, we didn’t have to worry about anything but
Evelyn and making her healthy. I believe that really
had a major impact on her quick recovery as we were
able to stay fully focused on healing as a family.”

www.nvchildrenscancer.org
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2021 Impact

$.80 of every dollar
to children battling
cancer

Shave for the Brave
benefiting St.
Baldrick's
Est. 2006

114 heads shaved
$117,200 raised for research
Total since inception:
4,015 heads
$3,017,895
www.nvchildrenscancer.org

110 Families received
support in 2021

Inspire
Scholarship

Hope for the
Holidays

Est. 2012

Est. 2004

$110,000 awarded
to 57 young adults
Total since inception:
$668,090

$36,794 value given to
families during the
holiday giving season
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City of Reno
Arch Lighting
Northern Nevadans supported our
youngest cancer warriors as the Reno
Arch shined gold for childhood cancer
awareness. On September 7th, 2021,
Reno City Council members and Mayor
Schieve presented a City proclamation
declaring the month of September
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.

Dozers & Dirt
Dozers & Dirt brought children and young adults to
the Rilite Aggregate to experience operating large
construction and earth-moving equipment while
fundraising to benefit our local community. Two years
ago, a committee of local construction industry
leaders graciously chose NNCCF as their new partner
and beneficiary of the 22-year-old event, the Big Dig.
On September 25, a clear and beautiful day, we held
our inaugural Dozers & Dirt event where 2,100
northern Nevadans joined in on the fun, including
many childhood cancer fighters and their families.
Ninety-four local businesses and sponsors provided
an opportunity for kids big and small to get their
hands dirty and operate bulldozers, excavators, haul
trucks, and more! The donation of equipment, labor,
lunch and beverages, as well as transport and
operation logistics, showed true community support
for NNCCF and an incredible amount of funds were
raised. We thank our Dozers & Dirt sponsors and
donors – YOU ROCK!

www.nvchildrenscancer.org
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Inspire Scholarship
The Inspire Scholarship Program provides
scholarships to young adults as they receive
cancer treatment, survive cancer, pursue
higher education and seek to reach their
educational dreams. In 2021, the program
awarded 57 scholarships totaling $110,000
during a drive-thru ceremony honoring many
of our kiddos heading to college in the fall.

Holiday Drive-Thru
The holidays are a reason to celebrate with
our families. Instead of the traditional holiday
party, NNCCF created a drive-thru event with
Santa and Mrs. Clause. Kiddos were given
gifts, enjoyed a giant fire truck, waved to their
favorite PAW Patrol friends, and visited with
the NNCCF staff.

www.nvchildrenscancer.org
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Mission
Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for children with cancer and their families by
providing financial assistance and compassionate support programs, all while advocating for
increased research funds and raising public awareness.

We are grateful for the support we received in 2021 from our local
community: 47 annual sponsors, 52 community partners, 90
grantors, 261 hours of volunteer service, and 411 individual donors.

2021- 2022
Board of
Directors

Letter from the
Executive
Director

Casey Stiteler, President
Kelly S. McIntosh, Secretary
Ryan Gilbrech, Treasurer
Brandi Anderson
Jennifer Bozzo
Daniel Buhrmann
Matt Clafton
Steve Erger
Shirley Folkins-Roberts
Sophie Boel
Tom Gurgui
Brandan Koehn
Baker Krukow
Kelly Kuszmaul
Meagan Noin
Russ Pedersen
Doug Roberts
Carol Truman
Dr. Robin S. White
Leonard Wohletz

2020 and 2021 brought SO. MANY.
Challenges, both for the world and the
northern Nevada community. For our families
who have faced a child diagnosed with cancer
the world did not stop. Because of the strong
foundation that you have helped build,
NNCCF was able to support our families
through this difficult time by providing
emotional and financial support to our
youngest cancer warriors.

www.nvchildrenscancer.org

The NNCCF office has started to open, and we
are now seeing families in person and are able
to share much needed hugs. These times
have many lessons for us. We want to thank
you and our community for the continued
support by helping provide Help, Hope, and
Courage. Thank you!
Holly Aycock
Executive Director
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Letter from the President
Dear Friends,
In many ways, 2021 was an extension of the challenges that our
community has faced as a result of the global pandemic and its
many variants. Economic uncertainty, health concerns, and
anxiety around social gatherings continued to present obstacles
for our community and families alike. Despite all of these
challenge you—our donors, community partners and volunteers
—have risen to every challenge and continued your support of
Northern Nevada Children’s Cancer Foundation (NNCCF). Your
generosity has enabled us to continue to build on the past twenty
years of supporting our youngest cancer warriors and their
families.

Despite the challenges that our community faced in 2021, you not only continued but increased your
support for our families. Community demand for the Tournament of Hope was so high that it required
a new format to allow for more participation. More than 2,100 community members and 94 local
businesses and sponsors joined us at Dozers & Dirt. In September our families joined the City of Reno
in turning the Reno Arch gold for the first time during Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
Additionally, during our Know the Gold Campaign you helped us raise more than $500,000, which the
William N. Pennington Foundation generously matched dollar-for-dollar.
With your support, we are happy to continue to assist families beyond financial support for medical
expenses, travel costs associated with treatment, and household bills. Because a childhood cancer
diagnosis is a diagnosis for the entire family, we provide our cancer warriors, their siblings, and
parents with ways to connect and share their experiences with other families.
I would also like to take a brief moment to thank you on behalf of my own family. In 2001, I was
diagnosed with a germ cell brain tumor and my family was extremely fortunate to be the direct
recipient of your generosity through NNCCF. I will forever be indebted to NNCCF for demonstrating to
my family that we were not alone in our fight. Now, as a childhood cancer survivor with children of my
own, I understand more than ever how important it is that we continue this good work together. It is
with sincere gratitude that I thank you for all the ways in which you have provided Help, Hope and
Courage to each of our families (and my own) as they continue their fight.
Casey Stiteler, Board of Directors President
Associate, Snell and Wilmer

www.nvchildrenscancer.org
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Upcoming Events
Tournament of Hope
August 29, 2022
Montreux Golf and Country Club
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
September
Reno Arch Lighting Ceremony
September 1, 2022
6pm
Dozers & Dirt
September 24, 2022
All in for Childhood Cancer
Poker Tournament
In partnership with Microsoft
October, 2022
Know the Gold Radiothon
January 27, 2023
Hosted on Cumulus Radio Stations:
KOH 780 News Talk, KBUL 98.1, Wild
102.9 and 95.5 the Vibe
Shave for the Brave
Reno Ballroom
March 17, 2023

How to get involved:
Host a fundraising event and become a community partner
Volunteer at one of our signature events
Become a signature event annual sponsor
Follow us on social media @nvkidscancer
Help us #knowthegold during September

Take a Swing at Childhood Cancer
Greater Nevada Field 2023
You can support local children battling cancer: Give $20 a month to support
our smallest warriors!
Before the age of 20, 1 out of 264 children will be diagnosed with cancer in the
United States. With your help, NNCCF can continue to provide financial and
emotional support to children and families in northern Nevada.
501 (c)3 nonprofit ID# 20-8623503 | 3550 Barron Way #9A, Reno, NV 89511 | 775-825-0888 | nvchildrenscancer.org

